THE FUTURE OF INDIA
been crushed in the process of subjuga-
tion.
Those who indulge in such idle
accusations find it convenient to for-
get history. They turn rapidly over
the pages which are crowded with
the stern measures of the earlier
conquerors, none of whom suffered a
tithe of the defiance that Britain
endures to-day; none of whom was
indulgent or tolerant. Each enforced
his will at the point of the sword. The
alternatives were obedience or death.
Local self-government, all the earlier
tribal privileges and institutions were
uprooted centuries before the Christian
era by invaders who would not brook
anything that was outside the scope
of their authority, control and under-
standing. The Roman historian Justin
records that Chandragupta, who ruled
the greater part of India^more than
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